II

DECIDING FORCES IN POLITICS

THE larger events in the political life of the world
are determined by the interaction of material condi-
tions and human passions. The operation of the passions
on the material conditions is modified by intelligence,
The passions themselves may be modified by alien
intelligence guided by alien passions. So far, such
modification has been wholly unscientific, but it may
in time become as precise as engineering.
The classification of the passions which is most
convenient in political theory is somewhat different
from that which would be adopted in psychology,
We may begin with desires for the necessaries of life:
food, drink, sex, and (in cold climates) clothing and
housing. When these are threatened, there is no limit
to the activity and violence that men will display.
Planted upon these primitive desires are a number
of secondary desires. Love of property, of which the
fundamental political importance is obvious, may be
derived historically and psychologically from the
hoarding instinct. Love of the good opinion of others
(which we may call vanity) is a desire which man
shares with many animals; it is perhaps derivable from
courtship, but has great survival value, among gre-
garious animals, in regard to others besides possible
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